
Story and TaleUnit 2

Learning Objectives

Spoken Cycle

After studying this unit, you are expected to be able to:

❖ Accept invitation,

❖ Break a promise,

❖ Tell story and tale,

❖ Understand spoken English,

❖ Respond to spoken English.

Written Cycle

After studying this unit, you are expected to be able to:

❖ Identify and narrative texts,

❖Write simple narrative texts,

❖ Understand and apply the Past Continuous Tense correctly,

❖Write invitation letters,

❖Write good narrative texts



Spoken Cycle



Study and say the following expressions





A narrative is a piece of text which tells a story to

amuse and entertain the readers or listeners. Narrative

deals with problematic events or complications which

lead to a crisis and ends in a resolution.

Spoken Cycle

NARRATIVE TEXT







Grammar Corner

Past Continuous Tense

The Past Continuous Tense expresses an action that was

taking place when another action happened. The action had begun

before the other action happened, and was continuing at the time

when the other action happened.

Since the Past Continuous Tense expresses the occurrence

of action in relation to some other past action, this tense always

occurs together with a past tense which expresses the other action,

except when the other action is understood. The past tense is

generally stated in a clause beginning with when.

Example:  We were having dinner when she came.

The Past Continuous Tense may also express an action 

taking place at a specific moment of past time. When is used with a 

specific past time expression, it differs from the Simple Past Tense in 

that it emphasizes the continuity of the action at the given time.



Compare:

I had dinner at 8 o’clock. ( = I began to have dinner at 8)

I was having dinner at 8 o’clock. ( = I began to have dinner before 8, 

and I was having it at 8, and probably continued to have it after 8.)

The sentence forms in which the Past Continuous Tense are used can 

be affirmative, negative, or interrogative (question).

Frame 1: Positive Sentences 

were

were



Usage:

1. The verbs in frame 1 are in the Past Continuous Tense. The Past

Continuous Tense indicates that the actions were in progress at the time

some other actions mentioned in the time clauses occurred. The actions

might or might not continue after the other actions happened. For example,

sentence 1 means that I had begun to study before she came. I was in the

process of studying when she came, and I probably continued to study after

she came.

2. The verb phrase that shows the Past Continuous Tense has the past tense

of the structure word be (was/were) and the -ing form of the verb.

3. The form of be agrees with the subject, was is used with a singular subject

except you.

4. In affirmative statements, the pattern is:

5. The time clause may come at the end of the sentence or it may be at the

beginning. Example: When the teacher entered the room, the students were

talking noisily.



Negative Sentences 

Usage:

Negative statements  in  the Past Continuous Tense are  formed by adding 

not  after was or were.

The pattern is:

was + not  and  were + not  are often contracted to wasn’t and weren’t.

were

were






